
Interviews with Deyahn pa'lixtas ( Dione Turner} 4/l(D/67-4/l4/68, New Orleans, 
begin ing a tjho^e^ of .Barbara Reid, with Jack Working also present there 
and at Fonts inbleau.i^) tel. First tsp^beging end second side tape T. Bauraler. 



Begins with my assurances to her, including immunity, control mike switch, etc. 



Her recollection of dates is hazy, she says. 



Had no advance knowledge of assassination, ?, not even accross the lake" 

Khey/ three boys in East Jefferson High who developed a sudden interest in guns, etc. 

"The thing is, it just doesn’t add up. They tell you to shut u p and every- 
thing...! haven 1 1 even been following the probe, irat and I’ve got enough brsins 
to know its not adding up." 



I asked who is the "they" telling her to shut up. 



®he identified "Philip" (Geracei, and said he’d "joined" the army. Also 
Raoul/ Navas. She didn’t want to give his name. I knew it. 

A "I know Oswald couldn’t have shot the President." 



Q- 



"...how do you know Oswald?" 



"From accross the lake... place they had me believing was a National Guard 
Training Camp, where they went fishing snd stuff like that... went by David’s 
truck ...he had a pickup truck..." 



7/hen I asked his last name she said, "Not without talking to him first. 
I don’t want to get shot. It sounds dramatic..." I interrupted. 



"The three of us got together and v/e dictated a thing on my dictaphone, of 
everything we knew. ..I’m not the only one that’s Beared that things don’t add 
up. In case any one of us would get hurt, oT possibly all three of us, that 
was going to go to J im Garrison’s residence on Owens Boulevard, immediately... 
We’ve had, for about-well, since we heard the first thing about the probe... 

When jou’re accross the lake and you’re learning how to make plastic^explosives, 
for experts, you’re not fooling around with people who’d say they’d kill you 
(as only) a threat." 

"I met a whole lot of people accross the lake." She was to only one of the 

camps. I tried to get her to locate it. Went to right off causeway, maybe more 

than five miles, doesn’t recall which way they then turned, but remembers "^strip 
of woods" and a house. End tope. ' 

Y/hen we ran out of tape, I had put a new one in and she wss saying, at 

the time it started to record, with reference to her study of psychology, "It 

really sounded real the way they were putting it." I then paraphrased what she 
had said while we were out of tape: That they had been told by fedefsl authorities 
She picked it up, "Not to cooperate with Garriajm in any way", and that he was 
psychotic, etc., and would distort eve rything^Sd added, "Yeah, he was paranoid, 
he was grandiose, in the word they put it, ’obsessed’, and that he was running 
a loosing battle, that anything we told him he would distort, and that he didn’t 
have any evidence in the case-he was manufacturing it." She thought she had "all 
the inside information ” on the investigation, and "I was just waiting for him 
to get committed to Mandeville, from what I had heard." 

"I can remember some of the ways they put it... I’ve studied psychology 
end there’s 8 lot of shrinks in my family, and it sounded realiatiCj^^s^smsafer 
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ed) 

the way they out it. I rememherAiearing him sayi something on TV about the 
barren Commission. And it was that night they were talking about his neurosis 
...anxiety symptoms of neurosis and he was real grandiose, ena he was flashing 
a loosing battle and manufacturing evidence, and aLl this kind of stuff. Really, 
it was believable. Y’know, I never met the man, yet I formed this opinion of 
him. ...that he carried this gun into the steam bath, all this kind of stufx, 
and I really believed it. It sounded real. .. .Well, I coufiin't swallow about 
Oswald killing Kennedy but a lot of people believed it because, y'tnow, it 
sounded real..." 

Here Barbara interrupted, and Bi 0 ne said, ’’The Feebees said so; that’s rlht. 

I eaked her about "these things federal agents told you-when-Jre* recently”' 
A- " Rec-well they still, they really brainwash me." 



Q- 

A. 

A. 



"How often*flo they d see you*" 

/ f 

"Y/ell, I see one every day; he’s a good friend of mine." 

She refused to|identiy him but s^aid she had just talked to him by phone. 

"This guy is fantastic. He knows all kinds of things." 

Barbara interrupte.. witn sounds like a name, sharply. 

A, ''I'm not sayin' names. And I didn’t have a match to light a cigarette 
with, I was undressed, I was in bed, an I was asleep, and 1 was talkin’ to ’im 
on the phone, and he told me to take two pieces of -take a piece of the foil 
of a cigarette pack, tear it. into a strip lengthwise, and roll it up, and he 
sejrd 'Y' gotta match but ye l^S-Hiothing to strike v£&-ri.ght* ...and he >,old me 
to unnlug everything fro^the socket and take a book and styck em into .he 
socket, and out the match ’tween ’em. ..and the spark would light the match. 

... and it worked * . • " 

A ■ "They come out and they check my phone about every two weeks to see if it's 

topped.They check my phone and Dr. Rafferty ' s, • * • " 

Her phone is supposed to be unlisted 8nd not in oluebook* 

■A. "Right, nobody knows it." Rafferty is "the fallow Lawton Martens lives 

with. And, I don't think they even know the phone -I didn t know my phene was 
being checked at all." Identified Rafferty as Dr. Tom. 

4- "L happened to have seen the phone company truck dr |.^ n ' f oV< ” ^ e . ^ reet * 

I assumed it was the phone company. I was talk!*' to ’em. This was just the 
other day. He was explaining , to me how they chefik for tapped Unes. which taught 
me a new way to tap phones. ^nd I know about 50 ways now. . . .^/Transistor box^ 

4 "If thexphone company 'finds out, they don’t tell the people, or they don't 

tell them who has the tan; they turn it right over to the Feebees.They re a°in 
this in cooperation with the Feebees. And this F-well, this govermnen. guy, told 
me that thev're trying to get Garrison for phone tapping. And th3t tnat s going 
“ Sf« tT/*ola r«i» e , t£.t tha Attorn,, General is Jut sittin than, ,»,tin 

for 'Ini." 

In discussion by Barbara on Garrison’s refusal to do this, she mentioned 
the name "Townley" , and Dfone said "Rick Townley", indicating she knew him. 
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Dione: "Well, I know the bureau of drug tjause does. They’ll tap, but they 



TTon’t tap a private line..,." 






In connection with her recent visits ficm federal people, I asked had 
e been promised ’’protection" * 

Ar "Hell, I* ve been told that if I ever leave the country, I won’t have to 
Y/orry about it financially. They’ll pay my way and also I’ll get paid while 
I’m out of the country. £& That I wouldn’t even have to work in a foreign land." 

Asked if this- were a bribe, she interruped to ssy 

"No, they said’if I would have to leave the country’." 

She understod "t lis to be by the federal government" and to be the 
assurance she’d not have to worry about a livlihood. 

"And the offer came to you from men you knew to represent the federal 
government 

t 

A ■ flRigit." 

Asked to identify the agency, she said, ’’Well, I don’t know if it was the 
CIA or the Bureau Of Internal Security. But he’s always talkin’ about the 
Attorney General’s gonna get Garrison for tapping phones." 

As "Also, I was offered a pill if I wanted to carry it around, and I csn 
still get it. I’d like to get it and have it analyzed." 

A • "Something about carryin’ it in my mezuzzah." 'Alien I asked ’’What would it 
do ; ", she said, "I don’t know, Really don’t know. I’m sure it isn’t LSD. I’m 
notr that stupid." / 



0 . 

A. 

G. 



"A pill to kill y ousel f with i,f 



"Yes." 



Were you given to understand that 



. it 



V ' "Well, I merely made the statement, ’Well, I don’t have any suicidal 
tendencies." 



"What did he say ; 



Q 

A "*If you were in a position, y’know, whether it w^ for the betterment of 
the government, or, to save your own life, you meanxto say you wouldn’t be that 
patriotic* ’And I said, ’Well, I haven’t discussed it with x> *athan Hale ’ • Y’know, 
I g3ve him a rough, sacrastic answer." 

^ ' "Yeah, but I’m not the bnly one that’s been offered that. Y’know, about 
four- five people. And I know seme that have it." 



l^sked her about these other people, trying to explain that it was for 
their protection. She said, 

v/ho^ a 

"Well, two arfxtks people/you already know about have thar story down so 
cat ..." ' 



A 



B8 rba r a as ked , "Did y ou kn o w Mi ke Ca ly ea {5 ) • " 
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She decribed him as'a friend of Layton Martens who was 8t Southeastern 
with him, that was suppose:'- to have committed suicide, and they have just 
reopened the case..." 

k- "Well, I know of a guy that got killed in the street. And 8 lcn § 

tine ago, befdrt^miby got killed , I remember-Dabid Ferrie was a Wna oe fanatic. 
He was~talkin' about the way that you could induce cancer in a person by givin' 
them some kinda medication which would counteract the re istance the cells would 
have ‘ And then you could induce cancer into ' frr ' and it would go to work. Believe 
me after Jack Ruby got killed, I believed that's what happened to him. And then 
they we re talkin' about -this is Uncle Sam-said that they painted a guy's room 
in New York with some kinda r^pint that had arsenic in it. And he just thought 
regular painters had painted it. And they had the coroner baffled because they 
couldn't figure out how he died.... He was so exposed to this that in a short 
period of time, that's what killed him." 

I asked who did the painting and she said, "IThis government guy. I could 
get in touch with him, too*" 

A' "He W‘ s up there talkin’ about different ways they had of killin’ people* •• 
Because I uued to think they just went out and shot ’em." 



I asked v/hy she thought she was told this. 

A’ "Scared the hell outta me. 3elieve me, I’m scaredj I’m still a ’scared." 

Q "Do you think that was its purpose'" 

A> "Yeah, ca£e, I’m still, okay, I might not be as impressionable, moronic 
kid as I was then, still, when you’re in your early 20s, you’re pretty impressed 
with whet’s goin’ on# ...Alien you’re a young girl andpeople talk about different 
ways of killin’ people, it leave anects. 

Was eraryihi anything ever said she took to be threats 1 

A’ "Aho yeeh, I gotta letter one time that, ah, said, ah, .. ..Tljis is where 
I got my favorite phrase that I ^y a lot: 'It's a promise, it's not a warning, 

A. .. This guy I know for real. He wouldn’t fool around.. ..He’s in Guatemala 
right now. He was iniiccross the lake and he came from Guatemala to go accross 
the lake." Not fedei/al. 

A "But the federal guy that I was tailin' ya sbout, he knows him real well. 
They're foiily close friends." 

Volunteered, when it was not responsive to question about other threats: 

A. "Well. I remember Philip was gonna blow up Michoud one time. . .He was 
with a buncha peoole from accross the lake and they were gonna M^o.w up Michou s 
space plant. Ijust heard ’em talkin about it, and, ah, ^1^ figureo ^tne day before, 

I might anonymously drop a nickle to Uncle bam tellin lm ,ias 

be exploded. 3ut, it never happened, And, well, he got sent to ivnndevi le, 

whole lotte things." 

A. "The idea did originate with Philip", she said, when I suggested to the 
contrary, "His father was working at Michoud, and he hated hrs father, with a 
passion." Here she volunteered -hat s founds like "I hate mine almost that bad . 

It is not clear. 



5-Dione 



She hss a second letter from Guatemala that she has to get translated and 
deciphered, 



ttWell, this Feebee I know-well, I call all the federal people ’Feebees’ 
’cause I don’t know which. 



I asked her if she thought it wise to give that latter to her federal man. 



She S 3 id, ”77311, I already told him I would. Yeah, because he’s pretty 
honest about it. You know, translste-He end I haVe gotten to be pretty good 
friends., believe it or not. 

"Well, I can tell you one thing that’s important. Philip puts on a dumb 
act. A lot of times, and he’s really good at it. But that guy is smart as 
yell. He’s always been. But he puts on the stupidest dumb act . . .'fnakes 
funny noises here). 

'/.lien I was explaining the importance of getting a different translation 
of the letter from Guatemala and mentioned I had a trusted friend who is 8 
veteran of the 3 ay 0 f p igs, die interruped to say, 

”That’s somethin- they use to talk about accross the leke all the time. 
I df>n't know what the hell the Bay of Pigs was. ...I’ve heard the Bay of *igs 
mentioned so many times....” 



She then spoke of ”a twin-engine Cesna that flew overhead and, ah, I 
remember somebody sayin’ that’s about as much support as they had at the ^oy 
of Pigs.... I remember that distinctly.” She infers they were bitter about it. 

Some of the other people she knows had indicated they’d talk to me. 

A* ’Veil, they talked about it. But they’re really pretty scared.And so that’s 
v/hy we had the report made that on part ol our death it would go Agj straight 
to Garrison.” 

A • « Jell, they knew 8 lot more than I did about the codes. And it * • • 

( sounds like ’lived’) a whole buncha books which are keys to codes (could it 
be lists*). That’s somethigg that fascinated the heck outta me, learnin’ about 
codes. / 



l oske , ”0n the 1 ar.en Com is si on, when they quest 
you and Raoul were there, you’ve indicate thsi they wer . 

weapons snd the silencers*” 

A' ’’Mainly the silencers. They spent 20 minutes of the 
silencers.” 



cued Philip, and 

nterestv in the 



30 minutes on the 



A . ”And no time at ell on Oswald-they didn’t care about that*” 

» ' 

’’Well, yeah, I hsd 8 picture, it wasYdistinct as anything. And, ah, they 
noticed the'date on it. And that’s what they were more interested in, that 
picture. They just glanced at the picture, but they looke at the date... I 
don’t remember what the date was.” 



When I asked her about the pictures, because she had told me that there 
were two "Oswald’s” in one, she said: 



A- 



Well, one picture, the one that I was just talkin’ about, this Oswald and 
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this guy standin! next to him that could pass for his brother.” 

V/ hen I repeated what she had earlier told me, "And they weren’t interested 
in that either", she was silent. 



I asked "Did they have any interest at all in weapons ; !£nd did Philip 
tell them where they were obtained { Did anyone 4 " / 

f r 

"Well, E knew more about where they were obtained, because I got 
interested in tha ttplsce. I went there. On several occasions." 

I asked was this the place for the silencers, end.jshe said, "Y ou 
get a nvt hing from there.” 

"If you got the money, they’ll sell you a damned Sherman tank, which 
would be greetlfin 5 o’clock traffic. I mean, literally." 

"It’s & little bitty store, but, ah, they don’t keep everything there, 
butch8 say what cha want and they get it for you real fast." 



It is not in Louisiana, "it’s out of state." 

"There was other places, but that’s the main place I wss in..." 
O' "You’ve been there*" 

r 

"Ye^hl" 



More on Warren Commission questioning: 

•A* "Well, I remember one question, askin’ shout accross the lake, if any- 
body learned how to shoot from inside a bush. Ndft behind it, or under it, but 
inside a bush. And the guy even went through the demonstrations^xpiraiirsHX 
of the position, like this( showing) " . 



She demonstrated a close approximation 

She agreed to my verbbl description of 

^n he decjranstrated the positions on 
get tin’ hi^-v feetprints (right ) off of it." 



ofj^the army sitting position, 
her demonstration, 
my couch, I had a hard time 



T^iis was"Lihbler, or whatever". I said "Liebeler" and she said, "Yeah. 
Well, anyway, he went like this, ’Poof* I And that’s just whet he said, "Poof" ’ . 
And we all started laughin’." 

Q "Did he indicate v/hy he was interested in the firing of a weapon from 
inside a bush* 

/ 

"No; but he really got hung up on that question. . .Yeah, he said,!... 
we didn’t know what he meant, did he mean behind the bush 4 No,.. He said, 

"No,; from inside 8 bush." And I said, 7/ell it’s have to be a pretty good bush; 
I mean, a pretty fair sized bush. I said, *1 guess it can he done, y’know. But, 
ah, and then one of the boys- I don’t know if it was Raoul or ^hilip-started 
Idughin’, said, *Dione , you could never do it, cause you’re scared to death 
of caterpillars’. Y/hich was true, and it was a big joke." 
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I explained to her the changes in the landscaping of Dealey Plaza and 
Liebeler's knowledge of it. 

She changed the subject, as she so often dees: 

"He asked us if we knew sane general down here*" 

Q "General^ " 

A . ”Y e ah, but I didn't xxhx- I never met a^eneral in my whole life.I^even- 
vvhen I was in the Air Force I never even saw one." 

Didn't think the name was Walker. 

J\. "Somebody after that said it must have been general So end So that he was 
talkin' about. And then I don't remember that." 

Q "Is there any sense in which he mentioned this General's name-" 

/\ . "Well, yeah, from accross the lake. Wanted to know if he had anything to 
do with accross the lake." 

A * "Hone o£ us had ever seen a general. 'Cent in war movies." 

A' "Ah-I’m tryin' to think. Y£u know , the more I think anout it, it's oretty 
much. . .except for dates. Dat^ I'm lost.Ys know, if ya tell me now, an houi 
from now, I wont remember whax day ... of the week this is." . .thinx abnut dates." 

Note: this seems to be true, Several times, later, she asked me what day 
it was, on several different days. Once she indicated that as a consequence 
of her brain surgery following the accident she doesn't recall some things. 

I 8sked her about the other man with Liebeler. She again pronounced the 
name like Libh^er. She hesnftt seen him since, 
a 

A' "Tell, he was/ pretty casual-the whole thing was casual and informal... 
W^ich put us at ease. Hike I said, we were scared out cf our minds, at first. 

Aftci f we get real at ease, and we even Idughed. 

She s 3 id this tendod to make it seem unimportant. 

A- "Yeah, I mean, the way (you looked at it*) it was so insignificant ... 
anything to do with it was so insignificant, we might as well forget about it. 
You know, pass it off as a memoirs in growin' up. 

I asked her if one of them h8s tried to keep in touch with all, as she had 
told Barbara or Jack, and she said not, 7/hen I suggested Raoul. She then said, 

,A "Raoul and I-we discussed e the last time we discussed, it was right before 
Fhilip wwent into the armed -forces. . . And, ah, I talked to Philip about it, too. 
And ho was livin' out, not tod far from Warren Easton High School at the time, 
he was libin bu* on his own. And working somewhere. We all just stuc’-opith the 
same story; we didn't know aything about accross the lake, we'd go to our 
death with it." 

Name lease La Fontaine: Doesn't know. 

Alpha 66: "Yeah. There's this car... I know. Somebody had an Alpha Romero 
in 1966. There had a license plate on it said *A:lpha 66’." 



Begone 



Ov/ner knew M a lot of people thet were” connected ?/ith Buban activities. 



He knew her, Philip, BaoulVHe knew the shop on the corner of Canal 
and Decatur Street, where a lot of stuff went in and cut of." 



3s I questioned her about this shop, she said, 

ft- "It’s a clothing store. Philip went there when he get out of Mandeville. 

I remember it now. I took ’ Im over there. And he said, ’listen, I gotta go 
somewhere^ right away. 1 And I took ’im over there.” 

£) ’’Did he say wh5} itf 

r 

A "Yeah, but I don't understand Spanish. I was there." 

@ "Does Philip speak Spanish;" 

t 

ft ” Beaut i fully 
q "Does Raoul speak Spanish*" 

A "Beautifully. But Raoul wasn’t with us. I took Philip by myself." 

I made brief reference to Philip’s Darren Commission testimony. Then 
I described store. Of the store she s*-id, 

A "I remember it had clothes. I remember it had records because he wg§ standing 
there rattlin' aray in Spanish and I was lookin’ at some records. . .01^, I know 
the one you* re talkin' about, -^h, noj -Lt*s right around the corner... 

Q "Could it have been 107 Decatur Street 1 " 

A' "It could have been. It was on the 100 block.lt was right at the begin ing 
of it." 

She never did know the owner’s name. She saw him when she took ^hilip. 

I started showing her pictures. I explained to her that I’u he showing ter various 
pictures. Here the tape ran out and i turned it over. 

Second side, tape numbered "2" 

Q She said on looking at a picture, of a man "and you don’t know his name, 

...is a man that you saw a long time ego in the office of 0. W ray Gill, who has 
been one of your attorneys*’’ 

f 

’A 1 "Well, • *1 saw gill on two occasions (She began by saying "Right" ).. .nothin’ 
to do with this case." About a year and ejhalf ago. She marked picture with her 
initials and the no 1 in a circle. I tola her thexpicture was that of Bringuier. 
Rot a very distinct one, of him sitting in an office, wearing glasses. She 
referred to him as a "real fat guy". 



She then looked at a man "without glasses but full-faced". 



"jt m trying to think how he would 
$ think I might- •• .but I couldn’t 

on the guy in the store was like "that", 
is in the crosstalk. 



look with a fatigue hat and that way 
say. Cause of the ey9s." The hair 
and I failed to record what the "that" 



The second picture, "Without the glasses and with trie fatigue hat,.. 



.see how 
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if 

his eyes scuine (•) a little bit-Well, with a fatigue hst on and srtth his eyes were 
just a little bit -di fferent, he'd look exactly like this guy 'at was accross 
the lake* He lived accross the lake*I mean, he didn t come to ^ew Orleans* He 
was there all the time. . .Spanish speakin' fellow. ..He was entrusted to guard the 
place, or sumpin’ . . ..Now I couldn't say that was the same guy though." 



h 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 



I showed her another picture. 

"Oh, Yeah. "She shook her head in recognition, which I a^/riculated. 
"I have a picture of ’im, too." 

"What picture do you have 4 " 

"»At’s one of him from when he was in r^with some people." 

"TChere." 



^ "Next to Oswald" (laughing). 
$ ext to where 4 " 

i ' ' 

f\ "Oswald". 



Q "Oswald 4 ^hen did y overtake that picture 
A-. "A long time ago." 

(j) "In Nev/ Orleans, here." 

"That’s him, though." 

$ "Would it be before the assasination 4 Of course, it would r,eve to be..." 

t 

A "Yeah." 



G "Would it be about the time of your famij-fiirity with the camp-" 

t 

ft "Uh, huh." 

Cl "Is there anything you want to ask me about this picture before I tell you 
whoxiit is* 

"$/o, except that when I saw him, he always had a hat on. Most of the people 
o uer there had s helmet, but most of them had a fatigue hat. 

$ "Are tou saying you saw this man at the camp*" 

/ ^absolutely 

4 "I'd swear that was him...V/ith a fatigue hat I'd Welanost positive enough 
to swear that that’s the same guy." 



G? "Yes. Is there any question you want to ask me about this picture oe fore 
I identify i t , :ftsxx#Biix or ask you to put a mark on the beck* Do §?qu want me to 

tell you the man’s name or not 4 " 

/ 

j\' "Yeah, go ahead, shoot." 

$ "His name is Kerry ' r hcrnley. E e was in the ^arine Corps with 0 SV 7 ald." 



